Welcome to
Edinburgh!

A wee guide for newcomers

EDINBURGH
Capital of Scotland

465,000 inhabitants
Pound sterling

UTC (UTC+1 in Summer)

AT THE AIRPORT
Edinburgh International Airport is served by scheduled national
and international flights. The airport is on the west side of the city,
just three miles from the Edinburgh Campus.
to HWU
The bus journey from the airport takes about an hour. The Airlink
bus takes you to the city centre (£4.50 single/£7.50 return), then
you can take a Lothian Buses service 25, X25, 34, 45 or N25 (night
bus) from the city centre to the campus. Alternatively take the
Tram to Edinburgh Exchange and connect to the bus 63 that will
bring you to campus. With a good connection, this is the fastest
public-transport solution.
But the fastest solution of all is to take a taxi journey from the
airport to the campus. This takes about 10 minutes and costs
about £25 return.
Useful links
www.edinburghairport.com
lothianbuses.com

to the City Centre
The bus journey from the airport takes about
45 minutes. The Airlink bus takes you to the
city centre (£4.50 single/£7.50 return). Also,
you can take the Lothian Bus number 300
(£4.50 single) and there is a tram service to
the city centre (around £4).

HW EDINBURGH CAMPUS

School of Energy, Geoscience, Infrastructure and Society (EGIS)

Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Building Design
William Arrol & Edwin Chadwick Buildings
Gait 4
(see Green box on the map)

Useful links
www.hw.ac.uk
Interactive map

BUSES
From the city centre to the Uni

34

25

Frequency: 25 < 34 < 45 = 63
Useful links
http://lothianbuses.com/
http://lothianbuses.com/apps/
This is the site of the app of Transport for
Edinburgh that gives you real time schedules at
all bus and tram stops.
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63

Buying single-journey ticket can be done on the bus, but
requires exact change. Otherwise, it is possible to buy a card
(credit card type) that you fill with pre-paid single tickets. These
can be bought at the (few) offices of the Lothian Bus company
in town, in the Park & Ride parkings surrounding the city and at
the Airport.
For travelling for one month or more, a monthly pass is likely
the best option.

HOUSING (near HWU)
Neighbourhoods
Gorgie
Slateford
Polwarth
Sighthill
Longstone
Morningside
Approx postcodes areas
EH11
EH14
EH10

Pricing
£600-750 1 bedroom flat
Useful links
http://citylets.co.uk
https://www.athomeinedinburgh.co.
uk/ (Short stay)

HW

LIVING EDINBURGH
Some reference pricing at Edinburgh
1 Bedroom flat: £600-750
Meal, inexpensive restaurant: £13
Cappuccino: £2.5
Milk (1l): £0.9
Bread (0.5kg): £0.8
Apples (1kg): £2
Domestic beer (1 pint): £3-4
Basic utilities for 85m2 apartment: £125
Useful links
Numbeo

What to see

Old town
- Royal Mile
- Princes Gardens
- Grassmarket
New town
National Museum

Holyrood
Calton Hill

Dean Village

WEATHER
Winter daytime temperatures rarely fall below freezing
and are milder than places such as Moscow which lie at a
similar latitude. Summer temperatures are normally
moderate, rarely exceeding 22 °C (72 °F).
The city's proximity to the sea mitigates any large
variations in temperature or extremes of climate. Given
Edinburgh's position between the coast and hills, it is
renowned as "the windy city", with the prevailing wind
direction coming from the south west, which is often
associated with warm, unstable air from the North
Atlantic Current that can give rise to rainfall.
Rainfall is distributed fairly evenly throughout the year.
Winds from an easterly direction are usually drier but
considerably colder, and may be accompanied by haar, a
persistent coastal fog. Vigorous Atlantic depressions,
known as European windstorms, can affect the city
between October and May.
Source: Wikipedia + Google

OTHER INFO/OTHER NEEDS

Mobile phone
Cheap companies: Lebara, GiffGaff, Lyca
1,000 minutes and 3GB Internet around £10
http://www.lebara.co.uk/
https://www.giffgaff.com
http://www.lycamobile.co.uk/en/
City Council
Info about council tax, bins and recycling and
other local issues

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk

National Insurance Number (NINo)
You will need to apply this number, as this is
required if you are employed by a British entity or
applying for jobs. This is also needed to access the
national health system.
https://www.gov.uk/apply-national-insurancenumber

Banks
Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) and Bank of
Scotland (BoS) are the most popular ones in
Scotland. But many other banks like HSBC or
Santander are also well-represented.
https://www.bankofscotland.co.uk/
http://personal.rbs.co.uk/personal.html

